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IS YOUR PROJECT WITHIN THE HISTORIC DISTRICT? 
These Design Standards apply to projects within the Historic District. 

Locate your site and zone on the map on page i. 

RESIDENTIAL 
 

EXISTING STRUCTURES	 33 
 
NEW STRUCTURES 	 47 

 

COMMERCIAL  
 

EXISTING STRUCTURES	 10 
	
NEW STRUCTURES 	 21 

 

SITE ELEMENTS 57 

 signs 

 murals 

 fences, walls, railings 

 awnings & canopies 

 plants & street trees 

 right of way DRAFT



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Historic	District	Design	Review	Standards	and	Guidelines	 PAGE	iii 

MAP	OF	THE	HISTORIC	DISTRICT	 i	
	
HOW	TO	USE	THIS	DOCUMENT	 ii	
	

I.	INTRODUCTION	 1	
ESTABLISHMENT	OF	THE	HISTORIC	DISTRICT	 1	
PURPOSE	&	INTENT	 1	
WHY	PRESERVE?	 2	
THE	CHARACTER	OF	SNOHOMISH	 2	
	 History	 2	
	 Setting	 3	
	 Land	Use	 3	
	 Architecture	 4	
	 Commercial	Construction	 4	
	 Residential	Construction	 5	
	

II.	THE	REVIEW	PROCESS	 6	
WHEN	DESIGN	REVIEW	IS	REQUIRED	 6	
THE	DESIGN	REVIEW	BOARD	 6	
	 DRB	Meetings	 7	
	 Individual	Design	Review	 7	
	 Conceptual	Review	 7	
MATERIALS	NEEDED	FOR	THE	REVIEW	PROCESS	 8	
DEMOLITIONS	 8	
EXCEPTIONS	 8	
MODIFICATIONS	TO	APPROVED	PLANS	 9	
DESIGN	REVIEW	DETERMINATION	&	APPEALS	 9	
	

III.	COMMERCIAL	DESIGN	STANDARDS	 10	
	
1.	ALTERATIONS	OF	EXISTING	STRUCTURES	 10	
	 A.	 General	Guidance	 10	
	 B.	 Identifying	Architectural	Character	 11	
	 C.	 Building	Design	 12	
	 D.	 Adaptive	Re‐Use	 19	
	
2.	NEW	CONSTRUCTION	 21	
	 A.	 General	Guidance	 21	
	 B.	 Site	Design	 21	
	 C.	 Building	Design	 25	
	 D.	 Multi‐Family	Residential	Development	 32	
	

IV.	RESIDENTIAL	DESIGN	STANDARDS	 33	
	 	

DRAFT



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Historic	District	Design	Review	Standards	and	Guidelines	 PAGE	iv 

1.	ALTERATIONS	OF	EXISTING	STRUCTURES	 33	
	 A.	 General	Guidance	 33	
	 B.	 Identifying	Architectural	Character	 34	
	 C.	 Building	Design	 35	
	
2.	NEW	CONSTRUCTION	 47	
	 A.	 General	Guidance	 47	
	 B.	 Site	Design	 49	
	 C.	 Building	Design	
	

V.	SITE	ELEMENTS	 57	
	

1.		SIGNS	 57	
	
2.		MURALS	 66	
	
3.		FENCES,	WALLS	&	RAILINGS	 68	
	
4.		AWNINGS	&	CANOPIES	 73	
	
5.		LANDSCAPE	PLANTS	AND	STREET	TREES	 78	
	
6.		DEVELOPMENT	WITHIN	THE	RIGHT	OF	WAY	 84	

	

APPENDICES	 87	
	
A.		PRE‐APPROVED	ITEMS	 87	
	
B.		PRESCRIPTIVE	SIGN	PROGRAM	PRE‐APPROVED	ELEMENTS		 88	
	
C.		COMMON	RESIDENTIAL	STYLES	IN	THE	SNOHOMISH	HISTORIC	DISTRICT	 94	
	
D.		SECRETARY	OF	THE	INTERIOR’S	STANDARDS	FOR	REHABILITATION	 103	
	
E.		HISTORICALLY	DESIGNATED	PROPERTIES	 104	
	
F.		GLOSSARY	 106	
	
G.		REFERENCES		 114	
	

DRAFT




